
PHIL 101: Introduction to Philosophy

Spring 2020
Coastal Carolina University

Professor: Dr. Parvizian
Email: sparvizia@coastal.edu
O�ce Location: AOC-2 339
O�ce Hours: T/TH 8:00-9:00 AM/12:20-1:20 PM (& by appointment)

This syllabus is subject to revision if deemed necessary by the professor

Catalog Description: This course is an introduction to the most central problems of philosophy.
Topics include logic, God, mind, justice, personal identity, freedom and determinism, knowledge,
skepticism, morality and responsibility. The course provides an introduction to argumentation,
critical thinking, conceptual analysis, and problem solving skills.

Specific Description: Philosophy is an ambitious field of rational human inquiry and conceptual
analysis. Philosophers are concerned with achieving a systematic understanding of the reality of
the world and our place, as human beings, within that reality through rigorous argumentation.
After working through a primer on logic, that is, the study of arguments and inferences, we will be
examining the following branches of philosophical inquiry: epistemology (the theory of knowledge),
metaphysics (the nature of reality), philosophy of mind (the nature of the mind and consciousness),
ethics (theories of right moral judgment and action). We will also devote some time inquiring into
some special philosophical issues, namely, the nature of free will and the existence of God. Some key
questions that we will tackle include: What is the distinction between mere opinion and knowledge?
What is the nature of a physical object? Do non-physical objects exist? What does it mean to
undergo a conscious mental state? Are conscious mental states identical to brain states? What
makes an action right or wrong? How can one reconcile the existence of evil with the existence of
a benevolent God?

Course Objectives: This course has two main objectives. First, to teach students how to in-
terpret others’ arguments, construct one’s own arguments, and e↵ectively and clearly write out
these arguments. Second, to understand the main branches of philosophy through historical and
contemporary readings by prominent philosophers.

Student Learning Outcomes: At the completion of this course, students should:

1. Have the skill of logically interpreting, presenting, and arguing about philosophical texts.
2. A broad understanding of epistemology, metaphysics, philosophy of mind, and ethics.
3. The ability to charitably dissect and assess a view that they might disagree with.

Prerequisites: None.

Required Text: The Norton Introduction to Philosophy, 2nd Edition
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Grade Distribution:
Five Quizzes 25 points
Midterm 25 points
Final Paper (4 pages) 10 points
Final 30 points
Attendance/Participation 10 points
Total 100 points

Letter Grade Distribution:

>90 A 70 - 74 C
85 - 89 B+ 65 - 69 D+
80 - 84 B 60 - 64 D
75 - 79 C+ 50 F

Course Structure and Materials:

Powerpoints & Lectures

– Powerpoint Posting: Most lectures will be accompanied by Powerpoints. Powerpoints
will be posted once all the reading for the Powerpoint has been covered. In general, each
reading will be covered over the course of two lectures. This means that after the second
lecture on a reading, you should expect the Powerpoint for that reading to be posted
online, by the end of that day. For example, if we start a reading on Tuesday and finish
that reading on Thursday, then the Powerpoint will be posted by Thursday evening. If
for some reason I forget to post the Powerpoint, I expect someone to email me and give
me a reminder.

– Sharing and Recording Policy: Powerpoints include my own teaching and research
ideas that I am sharing with you for the purpose of studying for this class. You are not
allowed to repost or share these outside of this class in any format. If anyone ever wants
to record a lecture, you need written permission from me a week prior to the lecture
date.

Handouts

– Often there will be a handout to attend the reading in class. These handouts might
include additional texts, questions, or exercises. Handouts will not be posted online.
You are responsible for acquiring them in class, and keeping them as part of your study
materials.

Study Guides & Review

– Study Guides: You will receive a study guide for the midterm and final exam (not
quizzes). These will be distributed in class, and will not be posted online.

– Review: We will have a review day for both the midterm and final exam. This is an
open period for you to ask questions. I will not work through the study guide system-
atically and review each topic. If students do not have questions that will fill up the
entire class time, then the class will be terminated early. There are no study guides for
the quizzes.
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Group Work

– We wil conduct short group work sessions & writing workshops in class. Being an active
participant, contributor, and listener in these group work sessions are important for your
participation grade and overall success.

Online Assessments

– Format: The quizzes, midterm, and exam will all be administered online through Moo-
dle, you will not take them in class. These assessments consist of Multiple Choice,
True/False, and Short Answer questions.

– Accessibility: While some of these assessments may be accessible for a long period
of time (i.e. the quizzes), once you start them, there will be a set time that you need
to finish them by (Quizzes: 30 min, Midterm: 1 hr 15 min, Final Exam: 2 hrs 30
min). The quizzes will be available from 9 AM to 9 PM on the day they are due. You
can take them at any point during that day. The midterm will be accessible during
your scheduled class time. Similarly, the final exam will be accessible during your final
exam slot for this class. We will not hold class during the midterm and final exams,
that is, you need not come to class to take the online exams in front of me. All of
these assessments are open notes (which includes powerpoints), however, please see the
plagiarism policy below. I very easily detect when someone is copying material from
the internet or another student. Everything needs to be in your own words, and it is
unacceptable to copy material straight from the Powerpoint slides. If something does
not seem right, I will always report it, and then it is up to the college to decide what to
do.

Extra Credit

– There will be two, and only two, extra credit opportunties this entire semester. There
are no other extra credit opportunities, and I will not entertain curating specific extra
credit assignments for students. Students can elect to do both extra credit assessments.

– Extra Credit Option 1: This will be a 10 point extra credit quiz. I will administer
this at some point toward the end of the semester. I highly suggest that you come talk
to me first about what you got wrong on the quizzes and midterm (thus far) so you are
as prepared as possible before taking this quiz.

– Extra Credit Option 2: This will be a 5 point extra credit paper (2 pages), turned in
on Moodle. Details for the prompt will be determined toward the end of the semester.

Feedback & Grade Calculations

– Feedback: All of your grades will be posted on Moodle. You should expect to receive
your grade for the Quizzes, Midterm, Paper, and Final Exam within about a week to
a week and a half of turning them in. Once the grades are in, I will review the right
answers in class.

– Grade Calculations: Please do not email me about calculating your grade. The course
is on a 100 point scale. All you need to do is add up your points to see where you stand,
and to determine how many more points you need to receive the grade you want. The
only kinds of emails that I want to receive from students in this context are disputes
about a grade, or whether a grade was recorded. No calculation requests.
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Course Policies:

Missed or Late Work

– There are no make-ups for quizzes or exams unless there is a legitimate excuse (e.g. a
sickness with a doctor’s note). The paper will be docked one point per day that it is
late. You can turn in the paper up to three days late. Do not email me your papers, I
will not accept any work via email.

Email Communication

– Policy: The best way to get in touch with me is via email (sparvizia@coastal.edu). I do
not answer emails in the evening, but you can expect to receive a response within a day
from my receiving your email (excluding weekends). Also, I will often contact the class
with updates–make sure that you check your CCU email regularly. You are responsible
for knowing any changes to the syllabus, due dates, etc. that I send out via email.

– Etiquette: When you email me, please write a professional email. I reserve the right
to not respond to unprofessional emails that look like tweets or text messages, e.g.
“hey, what’s my grade?” See the following article for pointers on emailing professors:
https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2015/04/16/advice-students-so-they-dont-sound-
silly-emails-essay

Laptops and Cellphones

– Laptops are permitted for taking notes. If I get the sense that you are not doing this, I
will ask you to show me your notes for the day. If you can’t do this, you can no longer
use your laptop. Cellphones must be tucked away.

Plagiarism

– Plagiarism will be treated with zero tolerance–if caught, you will be reported to the
academic integrity o�cer, and if the case is serious you will fail (receiving an Fx).
Plagiarism is copying another person’s work, handing in work that is identical to someone
else’s or copying text from a source that is not cited (e.g. online papers). Your quizzes
and exams are open notes and open Powerpoint, but this does not mean that you can
copy material from the slides. Everything you say must be in your own words. If in
doubt, just ask me or consult the Student Code of Conduct.

Attendance and Participation

– You are expected to attend all classes, to come prepared by having done the reading and
ready to discuss and ask questions critically, but respectfully. If you miss more than 25
% of the classes without a valid excuse you are susceptible to failing the course.

Disability Accommodation

– If you have a disability, please provide the necessary documentation from Student Dis-
ability Services. You are required to let me know at the beginning of the course, or as
soon as the disability is identified–i.e. before exams and other work has been turned
in–so as to enable me to make appropriate accommodations for you. To register with
the O�ce of Accessibility and Disability Services, visit the o�ce in Laurel Hall, call
349-2503, or visit their website.
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WEEK COURSE SCHEDULE——*subject to change

1 * 1/14 Introduction to the Course
– 1/16 Logic Bootcamp

2 – 1/21 & 1/23 Logic Bootcamp
* 1/24 Logic Quiz (#1)

3 – 1/28 & 1/30 Plato–Meno

4 – 2/4 & 2/6 Gettier–Is Justified True Knowledge Belief?

5 – 2/11 & 2/13 Descartes–Meditation 1
* 2/14 Epistemology Quiz (#2)

6 – 2/18 & 2/20 Yablo–A Thing and Its Matter

7 – 2/25 & 2/27 Rosen–Numbers and Other Material Objects
* 2/28 Metaphysics Quiz (#3)

8 – 3/3 Midterm Review
* 3/5 Midterm Exam

9 * Spring Break

10 – 3/17 & 3/19 Nagel–What Is It Like To Be A Bat?

11 – 3/24 & 3/26 Chalmers–The Hard Problem of Consciousness

12 – 3/31 & 4/2 Smart–Sensations and Brain Processes
* 4/3 Philosophy of Mind Quiz (#4)

13 – 4/7 & 4/9 Singer–Famine, A✏uence, and Morality

14 – 4/14 & 4/16 Harman–the Moral Significance of Animal Pain and Animal Death

* 4/17 Ethics Quiz (#5)

15 – 4/21 Stump–The Problem of Evil
– 4/23 Strawson–Free Will

16 – 4/28 Writing Workshop (Final Paper Drafts Due) & Final Exam Review
* 5/1 Final Paper Due

17 * Final Exam TBA
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